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mark on the staff gauge at Pont Neuf _ & [ Pian 1 Aude B Find out about flood risks, their frequency and the areas threatened by flooding (from your Mairie, ... Whatever the danger
and/or covers the islet just Y Plan 2 Aude Préfecture or the State authorities).

downstream of the bridge. I Make sure you have a battery radio. Tune in to your local radio for information. Wait to be .

[ pran Tormenta lake . Al =) Listen to the radio.
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flooded, to inform people who are the < STl | = Departmentalroa H Close off all doors, basement windows, ventilation, etc. to slow down the water flowing into your 4 iy conent i
most at risk and to handle the first e @  Emergency rest centre house and limit the damage. V4 for their own safety.
?I:::ri?:;]zsi.so addiesses-iivanfial : N ,2 B Switch off your electricity and gas supply to avoid electrocution and explosions.
Stsen WaESE [RGH Tl STasme ’: F’ H .Go.upstaws. Take the folilowmg with you: . _
during localised heavy rains. ) b/ 4 Drinking wa_ter, food suppheg, your ID documents, battery radio and battery torch, spare batteries,
nu,f,w“%:‘ a warm clothing, and any medicine you have to take. ...Floods
\ WAIT SAFELY FOR THE EMERGENCY SERVICES: ) Do not use
[ 1Plan 2 e B Do not use the lift (it might get blocked). et
R i BRFaTE TIoaHE v ThE Alids M Tune into your local radio to find out what you should do.
River (e.g. September 1963). . M Be prepared to evacuate if the authorities instruct you to.

M Take your ID documents with you and if possible, lock up.
M Do not collect your children from school, the school will take care of them.

M Do not use your telephone unless absolutely necessary to keep the lines free for the emergency
services.

M Do not walk or drive into a flooded area. It is extremely dangerous.
M Do not stay in your vehicle; it is likely to be washed away.

M Do not turn back.

DON'T PANIC, THE EMERGENCY SERVICES ARE ON THEIR WAY.

P Close off all doors,
windows, basement
windows, ventilation.

When the Aude River reaches the
2.5m mark on the staff gauge at Pont
Neuf, this plan is triggered. During the
September 1963 floods, the houses
along the left bank were flooded; if the
water level had continued to rise, it
would have overflowed onto the right
bank where several other houses
would also have been flooded.

The council staff make sure that people are in a safe place and set up
the community flood emergency system (public warnings, emergency rest
centre).
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} Turn off gas
and electricity.

EMERGENCY REST CENTRE:

If you are told to evacuate, please go straight to
the station hall, Salie de la Gare, which will be
the main emergency rest centre.

M Air and disinfect rooms. ¥
M Find out from the emergency services if your home is accessible.
M Do not switch the power supply and other circuits back on until everything has been checked.

B For health reasons, do not drink tap water or well water until the local council tells you it is
safe to do so.

M Heat the building as soon as possible.
B Make a list of damage.

) Go upstairs
on foot.
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} Do not telephone -
keep the lines free for
the emergency services.

‘ o 8
Y g} PRI, <
y - Salle de la Gare

__, TR ANSPORT OF Prndendorsidind
HAZARDOUS )
SUBSTANCES

Road accidents involving the
transport of hazardous substances

M Be aware of the potential danger, the warning signal (automated voice messaging service) and
that you may need to stay indoors.

b Do not smoke or ignite flames
or sparks.
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} Shelter inside the nearest

IF YOU WITNESS THE ACCIDENT OR SPILL Shelter |

depend mainly on the type of
substance carried. If there is
an accident or emergency, the
emergency services and the
council personnel will issue special
safety instructions.
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M Dial the emergency number (18 or 112 for the fire brigade, 17 for the Police or Gendarmerie) and
tell them exactly what has happened and where, the type of transport involved, the approximate
number of people affected or injured, the number of the product and its danger code (on the
coloured diamond sign on the vehicle).

M If anyone has been injured, do not move them unless there is a fire, but move away yourself.

M If there are toxic vapours, run away from them in a direction that is perpendicular to the wind,
shelter indoors or rapidly leave the area; wash if your skin is irritated and if possible change your
clothes.

B The community siren will sound the alert.
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P Close and seal off doors,
windows and ventilation
openings.

F Keep away.
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Information & Advice
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m Contact your insurer, refer to your insurance = Send your claim by registered post with a slip to ack-
nowledge delivery (lettre recommandée avec accusé
de réception).

m Claims must be sent to your insurer within 10 days of
natural disaster confirmation (the arrété de catas-
trophe naturelle) in the Journal Officiel.

contract.

= Take photographs of what has been damaged and
the area flooded.

m Wait until the surveyor has seen everything before
scrapping anything.

m Inform your home insurance company that you need

AXAT COUNCIL CITIZENS' ADVICE
PREPARING FOR EMERGENCY

Useful web links

to file a claim for the damage as quickly as possible

In an emergency

An Emergency Unit will be open at the Town Hall:

Tel. 04 68 20 50 28

If you witness an emergency situation, call the fire brigade:

Tel. 18 (from a land line),
- 112 (from a mobile phone)

Other emergency numbers:

Police 17 - SAMU (ambulance) 15

m Weather forecast and alerts: www.meteo.fr

® Flood map: www.vigicrues.ecologie.gouv.fr

m Préfecture de I’Aude website: http://www.aude.pref.gouv.fr/
m Ministry in charge of major risk prevention: www.prim.net

m Insurance: CDIA (Centre de documentation et d'information de I'Assurance):

www.cdia.fr
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From your local

Council Leader

Prevention, our priority

For several years now, Axat Council has
been actively involved in local risk
assessment and emergency prevention
and management.

Informing the public and making sure
they are aware of the situations they
need to be prepared for are an essential
part of keeping people safe.

Several types of emergency could affect
our community: flooding from the Aude
River and its tributaries such as the
Ruisseaux d’Artigues, de Padaly, de
Canals, d'Aliés, etc.; earthquake tremors
or accidental hazardous substance spills.
The Council has decided to prepare a
Community Safety Plan (PCS - Plan
Communal de Sauvegarde) to protect
people, property and the environment as
best we can. The Safety Plan explains
both the prevention and the rescue
measures that will allow us to deal with
these emergencies. The Community
Safety Plan is also a legal obligation.
This Council leaflet explains the main
risks in the various areas likely to be
concerned and gives safety instructions
so that you know what to do if one of
these emergencies happens.

If we do have to face an emergency,
vigilance and mutual assistance are
necessary and will save lives.

Marcel MARTINEZ
Axat Council Leader
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In Axat

The majorm & threats

~ DANGER! Floods =
Axat can be flooded by the Aude River and
its tributaries.

The worst recorded case of flooding used as
a reference for flood preparedness was
13 September 1963. During this disaster,
the waters rose to the top of Pont Neuf and
the Aude flooded most of the ground floors
of the houses on its left bank. It also
flooded the RD118 road upstream of the
Gendarmerie.

The Aude River at Pont Neuf

The tributaries of the Aude are torrential streams, i.e. their water level rises very
fast and their flows are extremely rapid. A few houses may be occasionally
affected if these streams overflow (Ruisseau de la Maisonnette which crosses
the old town of Axat, Ruisseau de Siffre and Ruisseau de Padaly...).

Dangerous substances can be carried by
road, rail or underground lines. An accident
causing a spill of hazardous substances is a
potential danger for property and for the
people in the vicinity.

Axat is exposed to risks due to the transport
of hazardous substances (THS) by road on
the RD118 departmental road from
Carcassonne to Font-Romeu. The railway
passing through our community is only a passenger line.

If there is an accident or emergency, the emergency services and the council
personnel will issue special safety instructions.

Source: Ministry of Industry
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